
Friends of Gladstone Park - Trustee Meeting – 20 May 2025

Minutes of meeting held in person

Present
Hazel Glenister (chair) Francine Lawrence Lia Colacicco Cllr Liz Dixon
Gill Close (minutes) Owen Plummer Helen Goodsell David McClements
Fitzroy Lee Jemma Bailey

Apologies
Cllr Tariq Dar Mark Cummins Paul Hurst Rick Gibbs

Jemma Bailey represented the Kilburn Cosmos Rugby club in the absence of Rick Gibbs.

Actions are shown by initials in bold.

Approval of minutes
 Minutes not available. Minutes for both 18 March and 20 May meeting to be circulated together. GC 

identified available time on 30 May to produce minutes.

Gladstone Centre
 Trustees met with the council and a GP on 11 February 2025 in person. On 7 May, Cllr Teo Benea, the 

cabinet member for regeneration, planning and property, organised an online meeting attended by 
councillors, trustees, officers, GP and representatives of local community groups, following which a 
subcommittee began to form, led by Sally Long.

 As the 7 May meeting was too short for LC to present her proposal, LD to ask Cllr Teo Benea for another 
online meeting on 27 May to focus on Lia’s vision. LD did this during the meeting.

 The GP’s first proposal included only a small meeting room. LD reported that the GPs had made an 
amendment since then.

 Options for the community are to accept what the GPs are proposing, work together on plans to optimise 
community facilities, or reject the proposals and propose a fully-funded alternative.

 The deadline dates for the NHS funding that the GPs have available are to start in 2027 and complete in 
April 2028. DM said that community objections could cause the April 2028 deadline to be missed. Trustees 
were unsure whether the NHS had allocated the money to the Brent GPs or whether there was also a 
competing proposal from Kensington and Chelsea GPs.

 JB said it was unclear how toilets would be accessed by the rugby club.
 Trustees wanted to know if the NHS placed any restrictions on the use of space, e.g. for recreation.
 Tanveer Ghani had said on 11 February that the pavilion could possibly be altered to make space for 

community use after the café lease had ended. This was not mentioned at the 7 May meeting. Trustees 
wanted sight of the plans of the pavilion. LD said she had access to them.

 GC asked for trustees to see the plans for the remaining basement and Cosmos clubhouse alongside the 
GP surgery plans to see their future viability, and for money not to be spent on making a garden (as in the
first set of GP plans) as the whole park was adjacent to the surgery.

 OP asked for clarification of the planning stage reached, which was pre-planning. It appeared that GPs had
received feedback 6 months ago that they were not happy with. OP said CIL funding could be applied for.

 Hazel summed up the focus to retain community space and work with the GPs.
 Issues to raise with Sally Long: basement, pre-planning, rugby club area.

Proposal for a tea party in the park
 Trustees agreed to change the tea party date to 2pm – 4pm Saturday 13 September.
 The Mayor of London’s community weekend is Friday 12 September to Sunday 14 September, for which 

funding applications are now closed.
 Other summer events in the park: Cosmos touch rugby tournament on Saturday 26 July, including a 

barbecue and George Irvin funfair Friday 25 July to Sunday 10 August.

Community orchard
 Earthwatch UK has proposed a fully-funded community orchard in Gladstone Park. DM said he would 

support a group to take the project forward. He would be the link person but not run the group. The 
group could be found through contacts and the newsletter. Trustees agreed with this proposal.
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Speed bumps
 Trustees agreed broadly with the proposal for speed bumps on the footpath from Kendal Road to the 

rickyard. Two concerns needed to be taken into account: the impact on riders curving around the bumps 
and creating ruts in the grass, and the impact on visually impaired runners.

 Hazel to let Cllr Janice Long know.

Conversion of the MUGA
 There were rumours that the MUGA might be converted into a paid-for facility.
 Trustees agreed that, if any such proposal were made, they were against it.

Wildlife
 A fire has destroyed the copse dead hedging. It did not spread to the woodland. It appears to be arson by

a group of teenage boys. DM will replace it with a sweet chestnut fence.
 LD and DM have written to Kelly Eaton and Sam Haines to increase the pace of the local nature reserve 

approval, which has taken too long. They will visit the copse on 4 June.
 Helen is saving up to buy manure. Helen and DM thanked Denyse Mitchell, who had obtained £1200 from 

Waitrose to spend on the new fence for the copse and the manure.

Finance
 Treasurer’s report accepted: balance £3665.90, GGG 2025 spend £1036.62.

Update on lower children’s playground
 Trustees considered the implications of financial links between the playground group and FoGP.
 Hazel to check if holding £100000 for the playground group would affect our charitable status.
 Trustees agreed they would like a member of the playground group to become a trustee.
 Trustees suggested that the playground group become a charity. They need this for a NCIL bid.
 The suggestion of the playground group having a separate FoGP bank account would be discussed when 

PH is at the next meeting.

Actions for trustees from 12 November meeting not elsewhere on the agenda
Carried forward:
 FL to circulate again wording about FoGP and how to become a friend for a small notice to display on noticeboards.
 FL and GC to write wording for Facebook on how and why to report Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) breaches.

Any other business
 FL reported the high incidence of vandalism in the park compared with other parks, with three occasions 

reported on Facebook in the last 6 weeks
 FL said that litter bins are often overfull. There was too much mess around them this morning. Larger, fox-

proof bins are needed.

Date of next meeting
 6.30pm - 8.00pm Tuesday 8 July 2025 at Pakistan Community Centre, Marley Walk NW2 4PU
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