
How to make a nest box
With thanks to the Cornwall Wildlife Trust

To make this box you will need:
• L=1.5m, W=15cms x D=1.5cm piece of untreated, sawn timber
• 20 x 4cm galvanized nails and 8 x 2cm galvanized roofing tacks, drill 

and 25mm, 28mm or 32mm wide wood drill bit
• Wood saw, sandpaper, hammer, ruler and pencil
• 14.5cm x 5cm piece of thick plastic for sealing the roof
• 35to 40cm length of thin wire.  This is to prevent predators opening 

the box. 

The type of wood used for a nest box can vary but hardwoods will outlive soft wood.  It is always 
best to leave the box untreated.  

How to build the box
1.  Mark the timber for the bird box into 6 sections as above using the following 
measurements:  write on each piece what part it is
• Back panel 45cm x 15cm
• Base 16.5cm x 15cm
• Roof 23cm x 15cm
• Front panel 20cm x 15cm
• 2 x side panels, cut for a sloping roof 25cm at the back x 20cm at the front

2.  Drill an entrance hole for the birds using a wide drill bit.  The entrance must 
be at least 12.5cm from the floor of the box.  Sand the rough edges of the hole 
to make them smooth.
• 25mm hole will attract blue, coal and marsh tits
• 28mm hole attracts great tits
• 32mm hole attracts house and tree sparrows and nuthatches
• A cut away top will attract robins

Event organised by the Friends of Gladstone Park:  Email:  Helen@gladstoneparkfriends.org

16.5cm



3.  Drill 2 to 3 small holes in the base panel of the box for drainage of 
any water that leaks into the box.

It helps to keep the inside of the front surface rough as this helps the 
birds clamber up.  If you do not have rough wood score a few lines 
across the wood.

8.  Using your strip of plastic and roofing tacks, nail half of the 
plastic strip onto the top of the roofing panel.  Take the roof 
panel and place on top of the nest box frame ensuring the other 
half of the plastic strip is against the back panel.  Nail into place.

• .

4.  Cut the wood along 
the pencil lines using a 
saw.  Sand down any 
rough edges to protect 
yourself and the birds

5.  Nail the front panel to 
both of the side panels 
one by one using 3 nails 
each side.  Hammer 
gently to avoid splitting 
the wood and hitting 
your fingers.

6.  Turn the nest 
box frame onto its 
front and place the 
base panel at the 
bottom.  Nail into 
the side pieces and 
front panel as 
shown in the 
picture. 6 nails

7.  Place the back panel 
onto the nest box frame 
you have already 
completed, leaving a 6cm 
gap at the top.  Nail the 
back panel onto the 
frame.  3 nails for each 
join should be enough.

10.  Attach and secure it to a tree, fence or wall using a nail or (plastic covered) wire around the 
top and bottom of the back panel.  The box should be tilted forward slightly to ensure rain runs 
off.  Remember to check the box every 2/3 year

11.  Unless there are tall buildings or shade face the box between north and east.  Avoid placing 
the box south and west to avoid hot sun or wet weather.  Make sure the birds have a clear flight 
path to the box.

12.  Make sure you site the box at least 2-4m up away from cats and interference.  Clean your box 
annually in Oct/Nov which is the end of the breeding season.

9.  Take 2 roofing tacks and nail one into each side panel, making sure 
they are near the roof.  Take your wire and wrap it around one of the 
roofing tacks, then over the top of the roof and round the other tack.  
This will ensure the predator cannot lift the roof and harm the birds.
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